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THE LORD'S PRAYER 


G.H. Gerkterding, D.D., LL.D. 


True prayer is the trustful conversation of 
a true child with hisheavenly Father. God 
must first speak to me, make Himself known 
to me, and be understood by me. | must 
realize that He speaks to, assures, comforts 
and promises me all that is good for me. 
When | have thus heard, heeded, taken to 
heart His assurance, comfort and promise, 
then, resting on that Word, holding up to 
my loving Father His own Wordand promise, 
basing my confession, petition and thanks- 
giving on that Word, | truly pray. 

The Word is sacramental, while prayer is 
sacrificial. The Lord’s Prayer isthe best of 
all prayers, and a model for all true prayer. 
lt is the best because of Him whose it is 
and who commends it, because it embraces 
all our wants in a few words, because of 
the beautiful order of the petitions. 


The first three deal with our spiritual 
needs, the middle one with our temporal 
needs, and the last three with spiritual 
deliverances. 

To hallow His name should be the ground 
and aim of all our spiritual strivings. This 
is done in His kingdom, where His will is 
supreme, and the doing of it should be our 
soul food and delight. 

Then we pray for bread for the body. In 
the getting and use of itwe sin much 
against God and against our neighbor, are 
sinned against by him, therefore we need 
forgiveness and need to forgive; and we 
are in constant danger of falling again. 
Therefore, we pray against temptation, and 
against the roots of sin or evil. 

The word Father reminds me of my 
relation. Out of this child and Father 
relation all true prayer must flow. The 
last word, Amen, means faith, without 
which there can be no true prayer. 

A life without prayer is empty, comfort- 
less, fearful, and hopeless. 

Ged's Word should always be studied 
prayerfully, and Prayer must always be com- 
bined with devout study and contemplation 
of the Word. 

In the Word, God comes to, offers to, 
and bestows on me, while in prayer | bring 
to and ask from God. When we pray for 
earthly good, we remember that God is the 
wise Father, we the ignorant children. We 


do rot always know what is good for us. 
He does. When we prey for earthly good 
our prayers must always be conditioned and 
say, “Thy willbe done.” When God with- 
holds one desired good, He gives another 
and better one. 

Only he who has Christ as a personal Re- 
deemer, and lives in personal trustful and lov- 
ing relation with Him, can really love God as 
his Father. Those who really desire to be 
and remain true children of God need a 
prayerful spirit. In addition to regular 
prayer we should form the habit of sending 
up silent petitions in every time of special 
need and danger. Build a life of prayer. Call 
on God withall cheerfulness and confidence. 
We are assured and made certain, beyond 
all doubt, that such petitions are accept- 
able, are heard. Blessed assurance! What 
an encouragement to pray. 

God has commanded prayer, in this man- 
ner, after this model. “Father” is a word 
of trust; ‘“‘our’ is a word of love; “in 
heaven” isa word of hope. Faith, love, 
and hope are here. 

Study this prayer, pray it, andconform all 
your own prayers to it. He has promised 
to hear. How easily and how frequently 
this precious prayer is abused. It is so 
well known, so frequently used, that there 
is great danger of saying it without praying 
it, of rattling it off without either thought 
or heart in it. This isasin. It is taking 
God’s name in vain. Luther once called this 
prayer the greatest martyr on earth, be- 
cause it is so much abused, 

To pray aright, and especially to pray this 
prayer aright, requires: 

a) That | see and grasp the mind, the 
meaning, the will of Christ in it. 

b) That | have an earnest heartfelt long- 
ing to have and use every good | pray for 
in each separate petition. 

c) That | may have the spiritual wisdom 
to apply each separate petition to my 
present need. 

from “The Lutheran Catechist”’ 


My God! how wonderful Thou art, 
Thou everlasting Friend! 
On Thee | stay my trusting heart 
Till faith in vision end. 


ANNUAL CONVENTION 


The Ilth Annual Convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in British 
Guiana was held at New Amsterdam, 
February II—13. The opening service of 


Holy Communion was conducted by the Rev. 
A.R. Bowen, President, with the sermon by 
the Rev. W.J. Scott. The prayer opening 
the business session of convention was of- 
fered by Catechist P.T. Jagdhar. Mr. Sam 
welcomed the delegates to Ebenezer Church. 

The report of the President expressed 
gratitude for the return of Pastor P. G. 
Hansen and family to the field, and the 
arrival of two new missionaries during the 
year. He called attention to the growing 
interest in British Guiana by friends abroad 
as evidenced by the great number of visitors 
received during the past year. He reported 
on the condition and progress of schools, 
Luther League, Lutheran Training Institute, 
staffing, and stewardship. He expressed 
sorrow over the death during the past year 
of Henry Solomon, a beloved and respected 
worker in thechurch. Some recommenda- 
tions listed in his report were: 1) that con- 
sideration be given to the establishing of an 
orphanage and old people’s home; 2) that 
the church undertake the building of two 
dispensaries and two nursing homes on the 
Berbice River; 3) that the Committee on 
Education investigate the possibility of a 
day school at Stanleytown. 

The convention elected five new mem- 
bers to the Executive Committee: Mr. C. 
S. Chu, Secretary, the Rev. H. C. Magalee, 
the Rev. W. J. Wolff, Catechist P. T. 
Jagdhar, and Mr. James Masih Das. 

The Secretary for Visual Education report- 
ed the purchase of a power plant so that 
sound films may be shown in all. parishes of 
the church. He also reported the gift of a 
lS6mm sound movie projector and a new 
screen, also the addition of some new film 
strips. Mr. Robert Beharry reporting for 
Skeldon High School stated that the average 
enrollment for 1953 was 128 students, of 
which 86 were boys, 42 girls. Problems of 
the school are inadequate staffing, the need 
of a Home Economics, and a Commercial 
Department. A choir has been established, 
also two Bible classes. 

Report of the Archivist and Historian 
pleaded again fora suitable waterproof and 
Fireproof protection for the valuable and 
historice! records of the church, 

The report of the Committe on Evange- 
lism stressed the great. need for every 


member of the church to conscientiously 
do his part in bringing new and lapsed mem- 
bers into the congregation, and encouraging 
and supporting all church activities. 

The Stewardship Secretary made a convinc- 
ing appeal for the church to increase its 
efforts toward greater selF-support, and the 
convention followed his guidance by setting 
the 1955 goal at $13,000. A previous goal 
of $10,000 fell short of attainment by 
$4,000 but this may have been due in part 
to the economic setback of the whole 
colony during the past year. All members 
are urged to support their pastor and cate- 
chist in reaching the new goal. It can be 
done if everyone will do his share. 

Those who participated in the devotional 
services throughout the convention were the 
Rev. H. C. Magalee, the Rev. E. G. Vosseler, 
the Rev. P. G. Hansen, Catechists P. T. 
Jagdhar, A. A. Kowlessar, Arnold Persaud, 
C. Duggin, and Mr. C. S. Chu, 


Augustine told a story of a man who complain- 

ed to God about one of his neighbors, saying, 

“O Lord take away this wicked person.” And 
God said, “Which?” 


THE ETERNAL GOODNESS 


John Greenleaf Whittier 


| know not what the future hath 
OF marvel or surprise; 

Assured alone that life and death 
His mercy underlies. | 


And if my heart and flesh are weak = 
To bear an untried pain, 
The bruised reed He will not break, 


But strengthen and sustain. 


No offerings of my own | have, 
No works my faith to prove; 

| can but give the gifts He gave, 
And plead His love for love. 


And so, beside the silent sea, 
| wait the muffled oar, 

No harm from Him can come to me. 
On ocean or on shore. 


| know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air; 

| only known | cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care. 


YEAR OF MARY 

In connection with the Papal proclamation 
of 1954 ase Year of Mary, the Lutheran 
church in Germany through one of its news- 
papers says: “There can be no doubt that 
this deification of Mary widens the breach 
between Roman Catholicism and Evangeli- 
cal Christianity - - - - The emphasis given by 
the Roman Catholic Church to the worship 
of Mary goes directly against the main 
emphasis of the Reformation and the basic 
truths of the New Testament.” 

A French church paper writes: ‘‘During 
this year we shall have to put a great deal 
of the emphasis in Bible classes and in re- 
ligious instruction on what the Scriptures 
say of the Virgin Mary. Weare not enter- 
ing upon a Year of Mary or an Age of Mary. 
This church year and the coming year will 
remain for us years of the Lord. Our Christ- 
mas hymns speak of Jesus and Mary and we 
know that they belong together: -- + The 
person of Mary is part and parcel of the 
story of Christ’s birth. That is why we 
honor her as the mother of the Lord. 
Yet the light shines out not from her but 
from the child in the manger- - - - It would 
be very regrettable if the ever greater em- 
phasis given to the worship of Mary were 
to put Christians before the alternative: 
Jesus or Mary. It happened once before in 
the history of Christendom that all the wor- 
ship and love of men turned to Mary and 
Christ was left in the background as the 
Judge of the World... -” 


MY GRACE 


The following anecdote is recorded by 
John Bunyan, the famous author of 
“Pilgrim’s Progress” : 

One daythere fell into my hands a book 
of Martin Luther. It was his “Commentary 
on the Epistle to the Galatians,”’ and the 
volume was so old that it was ready to fall 
to pieces. When | fad butalittle way 
perused it, | found that my condition was in 
his experience so handled as if his book 
had been written out of my heart. | do 
here wish to set forth that | do prefer this 
book of Martin Luther upon the Galatians 
(excepting the Holy Bible) before all 
the books | have ever seen, as most fit for 
a wounded conscience. 


About this time | was beset with tor- 
menting fears that | had committed the 
unpardonable sin against the Holy Ghost, 
-and an ancient Christian to whom | opened 
~ my mind told me he thought so, too, which 


! 
| 


CHOICE 


Ask and it shall be given. 

Ask — ask. 

And if you aska stone 

Expect not bread; 

And if the stone glitter like a caught star, 
And shine on a warm, soft breast, 

And you have tossed your soul away 

To see it in that nest, 

Yet is it still a stone — not breed. 


Seek and you shall find. 

Seek — seek. 

And if you go the crowded street 
Look not to find the hills; 

And if the shops sit gay along the way, 
And laughter fills the air, 

Still — you have lost the hills. 


Knock and the door shall open. 
Knock — knock. 
Two doors are there, beware ! 
Think well before you knock; 
Your tapping finger will unlock 
Your heaven or hell. 

Ellen Coit Elliott 


When a honeybee drives its barbed stinger into 
flesh, it becomes so firmly imbedded that the only way 
the bee can escape is to leave the stinger behind. 
The loss of this stinger causes the death of the bee. 
Soit is with us. When we sting our enemies we 
bring spiritual death to ourselves. Malice and an un- 
forgiving spirit bring disaster to those who harbor 
them. The greatest damage done by hating is the 
damage to ourselves. 


iS SUFFICIENT 


gave me cold comfort. . Thus, by strange 
and unusual assaults of the tempter was my 
soul, lfke a broken vessel, tossed and driven 
with winds. There was now nothing that | 
longed for but to be put out of doubt as to 
my full pardon. 

One morning when | was at prayer, and 
trembling under fear that no word of God 
could help me, that pieceof a sentence 
darted in upon me: ‘‘My grace is sufficient.” 
By these words | was sweetly sustained for 
about eight weeks, though not without 
conflicts, until at last these same words 
did break in with great power suddenly 
upon me: ‘“My grace is sufficient for thee,” 
repeated three times, at which my under- 
standing was so enlightened that | was as 
though | had seen the Lord Jesus look 
down from Heaven through the tiles upon 
me, and direct these words to me. 


—from “Grace Abounding” 


CANJE AND LOWER BERBICE 


GERMANIA. At a recent service the 
congregation and the community enjoyed 
the playing of hymns over the portable 
public address system. 

BETSY GROUND. For the purpose of 
avoiding clash of dates, sharing programs, call- 
ing on non-Christian homes, and calling on 
lapsed members, aChurch Cabinet has been 
formed with Catechist H. Kowlessar as Presi- 
dent, end Miss Olyve Stearman as Secretary. 
The Cabinet includes respresentatives of the 
congregation, the Women’s League, and the 
Junior and Senior Luther Leagues. 

Mesdames I. Issacs and J. A. Sukhu were 
elected ata meeting of the congregation 
to fill vacancies in the Church Council. 

Introduction of weekly offering envelopes 
to individual members has shown gratifying 
signs of improved church offering, 

A Senior Luther League has been organ- 
ized. Officers are: Mr. D. Totaram, President; 
Mr. Vincent D. Raghubir, Vice president; 
Miss Maxine Sukhu, Secretary; Mr. Henry 
Kowlessar, Treasurer; the Misses Lynette 
Greenidge and Susan Batson as members of 
the Executive. The League is divided into 
two Houses — Parker and Scott. 

Day School. Miss Doreen Pierre has as- 
sumed duties as en additional assistant at 
the school, necessitated by an increase of 
average attendance. She has also taken on 
duties as an assistant teacher in the Sunday 
school. 

Mr. James A. Sukhu, Head Teacher, has 
been appointed by the local government 
board to be a member of the Cumberland 
Local Authority for a period of two years, 
beginning January 1954. 


My prayers are less than three, 
Nothing | pray but two 
Let me have light to see, 
Let me have power to do. 
Charlotte Gilman 


The Rev. E. G. Vosseler was appointed 
editor of The Southern Cross at the annual 
convention, and will assume editorship with 
the May-June issue. It is customary to make 
this appointment at the convention, and 
since the present editor will be leaving the 
colony within a short time it seemed most 
practical to make the change at this time. 


YOU WILL NEVER BE SORRY 


For telling the’ truth- 

For living a pure life. 

For your faith in Christ. 

For confessing your sins. 

For doing your best. 

For thinking before acting. 

For hearing before judging. 

For forgiving your enemies. 

For being candid and frank. 

For halping a fallen brother. 

For being honest in business. 

For thinking before speaking. 

For being loyal! to your church. 
For standing by your principles 
For stopping your ears to gossip. 
For bridling a slanderous tongue. 
For harboring only pure thoughts. 
For sympathizing with the afflicted. 
For being courteous and kind to all. 
For giving to the Lord’s cause. 


Thou hast given so much to us, give one thing 
more, a grateful heart ——, George Herbert. 


GOD'S WORD AND BOOK 

That the Bible is God’s word and book | 
prove thus. Infinite potentates have raged 
against it, and sought to destroy and up- 
root it—-King Alexander the Great, the 
princes of Egypt and Babylon, the monarchs 
of Persia, of Greece, and of Rome, the 
Emperors Julius and Augustus—but they 
nothing prevailed; they are all gone and 
vanished, while the book remains and will 
remain. Who has thus helped it? Who has 
thus protected it against such mighty 
forces? No one, surely, but God himself. 

The Holy Scriptures are full of divine gifts 
and virtues. The books of the heathen 
taught nothing of faith, hope, or charity; 
they present no idea of these things; they 
contemplate only the present, and that 
which man, with the use of his material 
reason, can grasp and comprehend. Look 
not therein for aught of hope and trust in 
God- But see how the Psalms and the 
Book of Job treat of faith, hope, resigna- 
tion, and prayer; in a word, the Holy 
Scripture is the highest and best of 
books abounding in comfort under all afflic- 
tions and tria's. It teaches us to see, to 
feel, to grasp, and to comprehend faith, 
hope, and charity far otherwise than 
mere human reason can, and when evil 
oppresses us it teaches how these virtues 


threw light upon the darkness. 
Martin Luther “Table Talk” 


PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
THE LIBRARY 


WEST COAST BERBICE 
SEAFIELD. Luther League officers for 
1954 are: President, Wilfred Joseph; Vice 
president, Clarissa Luke; Secretary, Aneatha 
Saul; Treasurer, Egelentine Archibald; Exe- 


cutive members, Ninda_ Billy, Claude 
McKenzie. 
Day School. Miss Clarissa Luke has been 


appointed assistant teacher, and takes the 
ae of Miss Doreen Pierre who was trans- 
erred to Betsy Ground. 


BLESSED 


He prayed for strength that he might achieve; 

He was made weak that he might obey. 

He prayed for wealth that he might do greater things; 

He was given infirmity that he might do 
better things. 

He prayed for riches that he might be happy; 

He was given poverty that he might be wise. 

He prayed for power that he might have the 
praise of men: 

He was given infirmity that he might feel the 
need of God. 

He prayed for all things that he might enjoy life; 

He was given life that he might enjoy all things. 

He had received nothing that he asked for— all 
that he hoped fer; 

His prayer was answered — he was most blessed. 

Author Unknown 


SKELDON 
HIGH SCHOOL. Attendance et the 
- Annual Charity Concert numbered well over 

500. ‘Puppy Love’” and ‘‘What’s Cooking’’ 

were presented as part of the entertainment. 
_ Pastor Eden Nicholas thriiled the audience 

with his singing. Proceeds from the concert 
provided gifts for 58 needy children. 

A lease for the High School Compound 
has been officially granted by Plantation 
Skeldon, and everyone is now anxious to 
see the new building erected. 

Recent gifts for Skeldon High were re- 
ceived from the Women’s Missionary Society 
_ of Central Pennsylvania Synod, and from 
Mr. Edgar Menzies who sent two boxes of 
_books for the Library, and some materials for 
Dramatic work. 

Skeldon High is proud to welcome back 
to the colony a former pupil, Reynold O. 
Mohabir, one of the foundation pupils of the 
School. He returns as Dr. Mohabir, after 
nding eight years in the United Kingdom, 
‘and will serve at the Public Hospital in 
eogetown. 


GEORGETOWN 

ALBOUYSTOWN. Evangelism will be 
stressed in 1954 as never before. Steward- 
ship emphasis continues, working toward a 
self-supported congregation. Budget for 
1954 is $780. Of this amount, $550 will 
be for self-support- 

Members of the congregation have sub- 
scribed $150 for painting the church interior, 
the actual work to be done by the members 
themselves 

Luther League has adopted as one of 
its projects for 1954 the paying of $12 to- 
watd the support of the Evangelist in 
Liberia, Africa. The Excutive Committee 
elected for 1954 consists of: President, 
Ernest Ritchie; Vice president, Junia 
Ramsammy; Secretary-Treasurer, Omar Khan. 
Members at Large, Henry Burke, and 
Kenneth Hamlett. 

Women’s League has assumed the re- 
sponsibility of paying $10 toward the support 
of two Indian pastors in India. The executive 
committee elected for 1954 consists of: 
President, Mrs. V. 1. Coleridge; Vice presi- 
dent, Mrs. Irene Fredericks; Secretary, Mrs 
V. Sauers; Treasurer, Mrs. Mary Guthrie; 
Members at Large, Mmes. Florence Sam, 
Mary Fowler, Geneva Griffith. 

LACYTOWN. During 1953 congrega- 
tional offerings amounted to a little over 
$77 per month. Budget goal for 1954 is 
$1,200, which will require an average of 
$100 a month—a real venture in faith. 

Building Committee for the new Calvary 
Church held .two meetings in January. 
Much interest is being manifested. among 
the members, ail of whom anxiously await 
their new House of Worship. The members 
have decided to buy an electric Hammond 
organ for their new church and the fund 
already amounts to $1,500. 

Luther League, even before the close of 
1953, had far exceeded its objective for 
the next convention. Membership has 
grown, and it is hoped that by convention 
time it will have increased to fifty members. 
Executive Committee for 1954 is: President, 
Annette Grant; Vice president, Vernon 
Phana: Secretary, Neville Alonzo; Treasurer, 
Phyllis Grant. Members at Large, Eric 
Subryan, and Catechist Seeram. 


We make ¢@ living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give. 


LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION NEWS RELEASES , 


SOUTHERN AFRICA. A new organi- 
zation comprising the Lutheran Missions of 
various national backgrounds, brings to- 
gether missions in South and Southwest 
Africa, Zululand, and Transvaal. Among the 
general aims of this Lutheran Council are 
items such as a thorough study of the theo- 
logical questions withan effort toward solving 
differences of opinion; thorough and sound 
training of church workers; promotion of 
church work inthe cities; representation of 
member churches in dealing with govern- 
ment where church interests may be better 
served byacommon approach. 

POLISH LUTHERANS. With the au- 
thorization of the Polish Governmentin Exile, 
the Polish Lutheran Church in Exile has 
been organized in Great Britain. This is to 
be a temporary organization until such time 
as the members can return to a free Poland. 

INDIA. During recent years the Church 
of Sweden Mission has built up a social and 
educational program of importance within 
the framework of the Tamil Lutheran Church 
in South India. At Arulpuram, center for 
the mass movement of caste-less country 
people to the Christian faith, the church 
is providing religious instruction for con- 
verts, who are housed at the Center. 
Attempts are also being made to provide 
the people with a means of independent 
livelihood. Evening courses are offered for 
those who must work during the day. In- 
struction is given in the manufacture of 
leather goods or mats, and chicken farming. 
There are also courses for the training of 
lay church workers. 

BAVARIA. The Pastors’ Society of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and the 
Roman Catholic Clergy Union have joined 
hands in order to refute attacks made on 
common interests, and to work for peaceful 
relations between the two churches. The 
Law of God, as expressed in the Ten Com- 
mandments, is to be binding upon both 
churches. 


NORWAY. Two tons of milk powder, 
and two and a half tons of clothing were re- 
cently sent to Syria by the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church’s relief agency. This will 
be distributed among Arab refugees. At the 
same time, a smaller shipment of clothing 
and tinned food was allotted to the German 
Evangelical Hilfswerk for refugees who are 
still in camps in northern Germany. 


FINLAND. On Accension Day, May 
19, 1955, a celebration will be conducted 
for the 800th anniversary of the first Chris- 
tian Crusade in Finland. Undertaken by 
Sweden about the year 1155, it marked the 
beginning of the Christianization of Finland. 

At the present time, almost 100 parishes 
are vacant and being served by temporary 
pastors. 

One-third of the students at the two 
theological faculties of Helsinki and Turku 
are women. After completing their training, 
most of them will work as teachers of reli- 
gion in the public schools. 


TRIESTE. LWF refugee operations will 
probably be discontinued in 1954. Refugees 
now left in the camp number about 3,000, 
and are the “hard-core” cases who, for re- 
sons of health or age, cannot find a new 
home in some other country. Among them 
are about 80 Lutherans, aged or invalids, 38 
of whom will be provided for by Sweden. 
Attempts are being made to remove the 
remaining Lutherans to Denmark, Brazil, and 


Canada. 
HONG KONG. LWF has given $500 


for immediate emergency relief among the 
victims of a fire on Christmas Day in the 
refugee huts in Kowloon, at which time 
60,000 were again made homeless. 


AUSTRIA. The Lutheran church recently 
sent to Holland two wooden barracks for a 
Dutch Reformed congregation caught in the 
Floods of last spring. The larger barrack will 
be used as a church and church-hall, the 
smaller as a residence for the pastor. Cost 
of the barracks was raised in Austrian congre- 
gations, and by the youth organization of 
the Austrian church. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Financial aid to Lutheran and other 
churches in Europe given by the U.S. 
National Committee of The Lutheran World 
Federation (National Lutheren Council) 
between September 1945 and June 1953 
totalled nearly 93 milliondollars .This figure 
includes only direct financial aid, and is in | 
addition to shipments of clothing, food, and — 
medicines. 


What we need is a return to the morality that 
says, “Right is right even though nobody is 
right; and wrong is wrong, even when every- 
body is wrong.” — Clement O'Sullivan 


